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WOLKBERG
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Wolkberg 1is an area in the New Agatha  Forest
Wilderness Area near Tzaneen in the North-eastern
Transvaal.

The MCSA owns a hut in the Wilderness Area which is
an excellent base to enjoy the walking and rock
climbing potential of the area.

Wolkberg is usually approached from Pietersberg along
the Tzaneen road. Turn right just past Haenertsburg
and right again after about 10km into the Georges
Valley which is followed for a further 10km, through
a narrow section, to a Forest Guards house where the
car must be left. From here a two hour walk brings
one to the hut.

A Wilderness Permitt is required and the Secretary of
the Transvaal Section of the MCSA must be contacted
at least two week prior to any proposed visit for
permission (and the hut keys !).

The Wolkebrg "Sisters" are the obvious line of cliffs
to the south of the hut. They are numbered from left-
to-right with the Fifth Sister hidden behind the
Fourth Sister. The cleaner but harder rock climbs
tend to bz on the Fourth and Fifth Sisters. The Firsc
Sister is alsc known as Wolkberg Mountaiuw or Serala.
The horns are reached by traversing to the left of.
the First Sister along the Tabina track and are well
worth a visit.

The recommended season is Winter when, although cold,
clear weather can be expected.

Several routes in this book are either not marked on
the photos or have not been written up.
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Wolkberg — First Sister

KOEKSISTER F2 l.1.

Start at the base of a large boulder about 20m to the
left of Buenos Aires (about 3m right of a large
gully, small overhanging red face on right).

1 F1 30m Climb to the right of the bqulder up a small

crack/chimney (C). Climb face (can do a
chimney move behind a large block/pinnacle) till a
large grassy ledge is reached. Traverse to the left
and move up on a face with large holes. Belay on a
grassy ledge (has a small tree on it). One fixed
piton about 20m up.

2 Fl 35m Continue up corner through a wide crack.

Then traverse horizontally to the left
across the face (there is a fixed piton here). Climb
around corner to a small ledge on the side of the
gully (there is a tree just below this). Most of this
pitch is E3 with a few Fl moves.

3 F2 40m Climb  the small cormer crack for about 2m

then traverse to the right (delicate move -
crux = possibly F3). Then climb to the left and up
through a short open book (E). Then go slightly right
up a shallow gully with grass and unstable rocks at
the top. Most of this pitch is E3 and Fl.

4 D 45m Continue up slight gully (D) then scramble
to top (C).

First ascent: Easter 76 J.Zietsman, J.Moore and
H.van Eeden.




Wolkberg - First Sister

BUENOS AIRES F2 1.2,

Start left of 10m pinnacle/buttress with tree growing

on its front. (Cairm)

1 F1 20m Ascend a thin face for 7m, moving diagonally
to the left as one ascends. Belay from a

tree in a recess to the left of a platform.

2 E2 30m Move to the right along this ledge and climb
a shallow recess with large holds.

3 E3 20m Move some 7m horizontally to the left until

an overhang is reached. Continue underneath
the overhang on thin footholds. Once past the over-
hang, scramble to the top of the pitch into a cluster
of trees. Alternatively, when the overhang is
reached, ascend diagonally to the right to the top of
the pitch. This is slightly more difficult but no
more than E in standard.

4 F1 100m Take off directly out of a cluster of

trees, moving slightly to the left at
first, then follow the easiest line. There are two
fixed pitons on this pitch.

First ascent: 1959 B.Magg, B.Hunt and J.Clayton.

BELLE AIRE F2 1.3,

Start as for Buenos Aires. Climb follows the same
buttress and crosses to the left for the second
pitch, Otherwise going a few metres right of the
earlier route.

1 F2 22m Climb the face lm right of the crack follow-
ed by Buenos Aires and keep on small holds
near right corner to large ledge (double nut belay).

2 F2 33m Walk left 5m (across Buenos Aires) and climb

face two moves to little overhang. Go ‘eft
around corner, move up and right above bulge (crux)
and then straight up to ledge. Continue up face and
open book to reach traverse ledge of Buenos Aires
where it goes up right crack of a short block. Take
left crack around block and up left on ledges under
big red overhang. Belay at good nut crack below left
edge of overhang.




Wolkberg - First Sister

3 F2 15m Move directly up crack to near left corner

of overhang, thread a runner and traverse
right across to right corner. Continue up and right
to reach large ledge above. Double nut belay.

4 F2 35m Ascend face somewhat to right via a small

crack to top of corner block. Take two moves
on small knobs and holes straight up, then stretch
left to more small holds on face (crux) above over—
hang. Move directly up and somewhat right to easier
going above ledge, continuing to belay where climbing
becomes grade C or less.

First ascent: 29.12.77 T.Choate and A.Suessegger.

PATIENCE F3 l.4.

Start about 20m to the right of Buenos Aires, just
right of undercut recess/crack. There is a beacom at
the start. /

1 F2 Climb a large block and go over an overhang
using a large projecting flake. Continue up the
face to a stance at the bottom of an open book.

2 Fl Continue up the open book and by-pass a large

overnhang on the right-nand side. Cume back on o
the original line by traversing te the left to the
top of a large block.

3 F3 Climb a face to the left of the large &block
(crux move) and continue to the top.

This is a sustained route on good rock with lots of
protection, especially by means of chocks and wedges.

First ascent: Date unknown. C.Cowley and
E.Thomlinson.




Wolkberg = First Sister

SKID MARKS F3,Ml 1.5.

This route lies between Cadenza Crag and Patience.
Three pegs were left in place.

1| F3 40m Start on the left hand side of the gully.

Climb a 5m wall to a tree, then climb
straight up the face. Scramble up to a grass—covered
ledge and follow this for ém. Traverse to the right
through some bushes until under a slab with a yellow
wall above.

2 Fl 10m Climb the slab to a good ledge and belay.

3 F1,Ml 25m Climb up to the left until in a corner

under an overhang. Traverse to the right
to a nose (loose). Continue traversing (Ml) for 3m to
the "lobe" of an "ear", then climb straight up 6m to
a ledge. Traverse about 6m to the left. Free climbing
leads to a stance.

4 F2 13m Climb straight up a break, then to the right
through an overhang. (There is a loose block
on the overhang.)

First ascent: 30.12.70 H.Vogl and C.Ward.

TADENZA CRAG F3 1.6.

This route can be recognised as a thin line l6m to
the right of the upright of an inverted-crown wedge.

1 E2 25m Start ian the gully. Climb 6m up the face,

then enter a crack. There is a good sling-
point further up the crack. Emerge from the crack
onto the face again and ascend a further l3m. There
is a good tree belay on top of a large block.




Wolkberg - First Sister

SKID MARKS F3,Ml 1.5.

This route lies between Cadenza Crag and Patience.
Three pegs were left in place.

1 F3 40m Start on the left hand side of the gully.

Climb a 5m wall to a tree, then climb
straight up the face. Scramble up to a grass—covered
ledge and follow this for ém. Traverse to the right
through some bushes until under a slab with a yellow
wall above.

2 Fl 10m Climb the slab to a good ledge and belay.

3 F1,M1 25m Climb up to the left until in a cornmer

under an overhang. Traverse to the right
to a nose (loose). Continue traversing (Ml) for 3m to
the "lobe" of an "ear", then climb straight up 6m to
a ledge. Traverse about 6m to the left. Free climbing
leads to a stance.

4 F2 13m Climb straight up a break, then to the right
through an overhang. (There is a loose block
on the overhang.)

First ascent: 30.12.70 H.Vogl and C.Ward.

TADENZA CRAG F3 l.6.

This route can be recognised as a thin line lém to
the right of the upright of an inverted-crown wedge.

1 E2 25m Start in the gully. Climb 6m up the face,

then enter a crack. There is a good sling-
point further up the crack. Emerge from the crack
onto the face again and ascend a further l3m. There
4is a good tree belay on top of a large block.




Wolkberg = First Sister

FRONTAL El 1.8.

Looking up from the Hut one cannot fail to notice the
V-sign formed by two deep cracks on the face of cthe
peak and very pronounced in the early morning. Scram—
bling takes one into the crack, which is larger than
one at first supposes. After a short distance a gully
‘blocked by an enormous chockstone enters from the
right. Commence climbing up the vertical section of
the main crack.

1 D 25m A pleasant pltch gives access to the deeper
part of the crack which could now be classed
WS a marrow water course.

2D 3m Climb over a large boulder wedged in the

crack and blocking the way. The crack cont-
4nues to a deep cave-like recess formed by large
tboulders.

3D 6m A short vertical ascent to the roof of the
cave 1is followed by a climbing traverse to
the right, which gives access to a small narrow
passage about 3m wide, the only way through and
awkward to negotiate. Proceed a further 5m to the
Tight to a good stance under an overhang with a
conveniently placed tree for belaying the leader.

4 E1 4m The overhang is turned on the left-hand side
and a good move follows to the right above
the overhang to another tree.

% E1 7m The 3m tree, though small and wobbly, is

bent at the top and enabled us to turn
another overhang. The move from the tree to the face
4s awkward as only a rather inadequate foothold is
available. Delicate moves on small grips complete the
climb. The route continues up to the left, behind
some trees to a large stance at the foot of a recess.

% © 10m This completes the difficult section up the

right-hand wall. Easy scrambling over bould-
ers and through trees accounted for the final 32m of
the crack.

First ascent: Date unknown. A.H.Doble and V.Cheek.




Wolkberg — First Sister

NAT PAD El 1.9.

The climb starts lower down in the same gully as
Frontal and lies between Frontal and Adder Face.

1 El 35m Climb crack on right side of gully opposite

grey rocks leading to second part of gully
leading to start of Frontal. Proceed in crack up l5m
and then on left through bush to large yellow-wood
tree below cave.

2 D 22m Climb into cave toward faint light at top,

passing narrow slit on right (facing in).
Crawl through opening at top onto large dassie plat-
form (hole size about 500mm !).

3D 30m Climb straight up on broken but interesting
face or scramble to top by gully to right.

Note: First two pitches done in wet conditions,
grading may differ when dry.

First ascent: 24.12.73 S.van Rensburg and four sons
(Helgaard, Sarel, Dirk
and Pieter).

ADDER FACE F2 1.10.

This route is situated just to the right of the main
recess in which Frontal goes, and follows a direct
line up to a very striking crack (3m long) between
two large rocks about 65m up.

1 F2 24m Climb diagonally to the right om a cut-in

slab for 8m, starting 3m from the right-hand
corner of the main recess. Traverse 6m to the left
(delicate) and climb the left-hand corner of the face
for 20m to a long ledge level with two bushes.

2 Fl 40m Ascend the crack on the right-hand side of
the ledge and continue directly up the face,

passing the overhangs on the left to a large ledge

directly below the crack described at the beginning.




Wolkberg - First Sister

3 F2 33m Ascend a crack (lay-back) and climb more

easily (D/E) to the top. Alternatively,
traverse to the right and scramble to the top. This
is an easier way than climbing the crack.

Note: This is a very pleasant climb with good rock
+and no bush, and not too much lichen.

First ascent: 5.9.71 P.Dawson and N.Heidstra.

ADDER SKOORSTEEN F2 1.11.

Start at the same point as Adder Face (5m to right of
large gully).

1 Fl 40m Traverse diagonally to the right as in Adder
Face but continue doing so for 20m. Then
traverse across a bushy ledge. Climb the next crack
from the left of Adder Face’s (very obvious). Climb
as far as possible to overhang, then traverse out to
the right onto face just enough to continue up. The
stance is on the first ledge in the crack (small).

2a F2 20m Climb crack for about 5m (crux) and then at

overhang climb out of the chimney onto left
face. Climb up about lm and then traverse diagonally
tz the left (the crack zbove is a bit too owvergrown
to continue up). Belay from a large broken ledge (you
are now back on Adder Face).

2b F2 40m Climb as above but after leaving chimney

ascend diagomally left to just before
overhang (sling point); then traverse back to the
chimney up past some very big aloes to a large ledge.

3a F2 33m Finish as for Adder Face.

3b F2 30m Scramble up to a large face. This pitch

starts at the top of some boulders about
10m to the left of a very big yellowwood tree. The
climb goes through a small break in the overhangs
just to the right of the boulders. After overhang,
ascend a grassy gully immediately to the left of the
big face.




Wolkberg - First Sister

First ascent: Easter 76 Pitches 1 and 2a: J.Moore
and H.Van Eeden.

Sep 76 Pitches 2b and 3b: E.Salomans

and D.Archibald.

ERAM SCERAM F3 1.12.

Start 30m to the left of a cluster of trees om &
large boulder.

1 El 30m Climb diagonally to the right (20m C) below
an overhang. Traverse 5m to the right (E).
Belay in a corner.

2 Fl 40m Climb the corner (strenuous Fl) to a large

tree (5m). Traverse to the left and climb up:
diagonally to the left across a face, to the bottom
of an open crack (slingpoint).

3 F2 35m Climb up the right-hand corner of an opem

crack to a piton, then continue vertically
for 3m (F) to below an overhang. Traverse 3m to the
left and climb up into a large cubby hole.

4 F3 40m Climb out of the cubby hole on the right, EF

facing the climb, around a corner and them
straight up and back into the crack. Follow an wpewn
crack to an "open book" which you climb directly (EX
or on the right (Fl) to a tree.

5 F1 10m Climb a large boulder in the center, wert—
ically up to the top.

6 Fl 20m Descend from the boulder and climb a face fm
the vertical line. There is a piton belay
halfway up.

Note: Pitches 3, 4, 5 and 6 are in a vertical line up
the buttress.

First ascent: Date unknown. H.Vogl, H.Leibsch and
D.Charlton.




Wolkberg — First Sister

AFTERNOON STROLL Fl 1.13.

‘No description available.

PUTZFRAU MIT BESEN F3,Ml 1.14.
Not marked on photo.

Follow gully between First Sister and Second Sister
south and downwards and cross right underneath rock
faces until you find prominent 900 open book, 100m
after gully.

1 Fl l0m Up open book and scramble 50m through bush
to start of gully between main face and
pimmacle. Belay in hole at start of recess.

2 ¥l 20m Climb up left side of recess as far as
trees. Traverse to right and climb up corner
with layback moves, and back into gully.

3 Scramble up gully to saddle and belay at top.

4 F3,M1 25m Climb up obvious crack on pinnacle which
starts from saddle. Abseil from block 5m
below summit.

5 F2 40m Climb main face from saddle 5m then move

diagonally right for 4m and back left to
ledge which leads in with steps well below large
owverhang with belay in good crack.

® F2 35m Traverse back 3m and up into recess. Climb

up 3m in recess and traverse right and up
around bush. Carry on in obvious crack and move
diagonally right to top of face.

First ascent: Date unknown. H.Seuring.




Wolkberg = Second Sister

FREJUS D 2.1.

This climb follows the thin crack line up the centre
of the face at the left-hand end of the 2nd Sister.

1 D 40m Start at cairn and climb directly up 40m.
2 D 20m Continue directly to summit.

First ascent: 13.7.78 D.Meyer and L.McNeill.

LATE NIGHT FINAL E3 2.2,

This climb commences just left of white column, below
right-hand end of reddish overhang.

1 D/E 25m Climb rib to overhang, then continue past
overhang to belay below second overhang.

2 E3 30m Traverse to right on vegetated footholds for
3m, then up and back left to ledge below
rock face. Climb face to grassy terrace.

3 D 25m Continue to top by most obvious rock route.

First ascent: 8.7.74 P.Goodridge and J.W.Outhwaite

WHITE COLUMN E2 2.3.

Start a third of the way along the Second Sister at a
beacon some l0m to the left of the beacon marking the
start of Cook”s Tour.

1D 12m Climb in a corner and up a wall, angling to
the right to a stance on a grassy ledge.

2 D 2lm Continue up, bearing to the right past a

wide crack which is closed off by a ceiling
and up a grassy crack to a stance on top of a "white"
column.

3 E2 3lm Climb straight up above the stance on good
clean rock to the top of the cliff.

First ascent: 29.3.70 J.Clayton and J.W.Outhwaite.




Wolkberg = Second Sister

BURNT OFFERING F2 2.4,

This climb goes through the open book high on the 2nd
Sister above the start of Cook”s Tour. Start at cairn
between White Column and Cook”s Tour.

1 E2 40m Climb up about 18m, then diagonally up right
for 6m, then up a crack and continue to
small stance.

2 F2 40m Continue up about 20m (piton at about 10m)

to some overhanging blocks. Move up at left
of overhang then traverse right into crack. Climb
crack (12m) and then continue up easy rock to summit.

This climb was opened sﬁortly after a fire had clean-
ed the face of vegetation.

First ascent: 13.7.78 D.Meyer and L.McNeill.

COOK”S TOUR E2 2.5.

Start about a third of the way along the Second
Sister, at a small beacon directly below an open book
high on the krantz.

1 28n Climb vertically up 2 broken face for 2m, to

a slight overhang {piton runner), then
horizontally to the right for 5m to a grass corner
with a large block belay

2 El 3lm Climb straight up above the block. Follow

the right-hand side of a wide crack dinit-
ially, then continue up lichen-covered rock to the
underside of a nose. Traverse to the right under the
nose over broken rock, then along a ledge to a belay
point at a small bush in a grassy corner.

3 E2 19m Ascend 5m up a corner crack (crux) then

traverse to the right, heading for a tree
below a pinnacle leaning against.the face. Belay
around the tree. SES




Wolkberg - Second Sister

4 El 23m Bridge up the corner and pass through ou to
the right-hand side of the pinnacle. Cont—
inue to the top past the chockstones.

First ascent: 28.3.70 W.G.Hewitt, D.P.Hughes and
J.W.0uthwaite.

A DAY IN THE LIFE E3 2.6.

The climb starts to the right of a big cleft im cthe
base of an obvious ramp sloping to the right.

1 D/E Climb ramp to ledge and block belay (this is
vegetated).

2 E3 To the left is a jutting block at the end of an
overhang and above is a smoothish face. Traverse

left to the face and up a small, exposed open book

(El - peg left in place). Continue to a big ledge and

subsequently straight wup over rock covered witi

jutting out bits (E3). Block belay (large block)«

3a D Follow a nasty gully to the top.

3h F2 Continue up on arete on right (only climbed!
halfway).

Note: Climb dome in wet and mist. Grading pro@amibly
incorrect.

First ascent: Jan 74 R.P.Cooper and T.M.Hoy.




Wolkberg - Second Sister

ANT HEAP Fl 2.7,

Start two-thirds of the way along krantz, about 10m
left of beacon marking Straight Face, and 4m right of
a large tree (small beacon made).

1 E2 25m Climb up recess for about 15m until first

obvious break on left allows one onto left=
hand buttress. Traverse round to largish ledge with
tree belay.

2 Fl 25m Climb up behind tree to small overhang, then

step left around large block (crux) onto
grassy ledge. Continue straight up face to base of
chimney crack.

3 E2 30m Ascend crack on left to ledge, then up face
bearing right to edge, then straight up past
left-hand edge of overhang to ledge.

4 D/E 20m Climb straight up to top of krantz on good
clean easy rock.

Note: Subsequent climbers indicate pitches 1 and 2
may be done together and total about 40m.

First ascent: 11.12.72 W.G.Hewitt and
J.W.0uthwaite.

AMERICAN JAM Fl 2.8.

This climb begins at the same point as Ant Heap,
about 10m 1left of Straight Face and a few metres
right of a large tree (first 30m are the same as Ant
Heap).

1L F1 40m Climb up the face towards the left. At

overhang go right and up past tree, up a
ligh:ly overhanging crack. Then move up, through a
few small trees to an obvious roof. Here traverse to
the left directly under the overhang onto a grass
ledge (first crux). Move slightly left up a delicate
face. Here the climb differs from Ant Heap. Move to
the right to a large grassy ledge and belay on a tree
(a large overhang is to right).
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2 E2 25m Climb up the chimney on the right, through a
number of bushes, and stop a little bit
above the first grassy ledge on the right.

3 Fl 25m Continue through a tree and up the chimney

above (3m). Traverse left out on the face
for a few metres to a vertical crack through an
overhanging block (second crux) and up onto a grassy
ledge to the left. Then traverse to the right through
a few trees, then up to a large ledge with a big tree
on it (now to the right of the big overhang).

4 El 40m Climb up corner and then slightly to the
right on easier rock (D).

5C Scramble to the top.

First ascent: Easter 76 H.van Rensburg, J.Moore and
H.van Eeden.

STRAIGHT FACE E3 2.9.

Start 6m to the right of two large trees directly
against the rock face. There are two overhangs
visible 15 and 25m up above the cutback to the right
of the trees. This climb is 2/3 along the 2nd Sister.

1 E2 25m Climb 6m up crack in face, then over to the

left-hand corner of the face and straight up
to a ledge on the right-hand side of an overhang.
(Climb the crack in the rock under the overhang for
good clean rock.) There is a piton belay. Good nut
point.

2 E2 35m Start on the left of the belay point. Move

3m to the right and then 3m up diagonally to
the left towards a small tree. Climb to the left up a
corner to a ledge with a long flat stone on it. Belay
from the flat rock.

3 E3 35m Climb straight from the right-hand edge of
the stance in a crack, to a block belay on a

small bushy ledge. Ascend diagonally left and then up

a thin face into a shallow recess and up to the top.

First ascent: 1958 B.Magg, B.Hunt and H.Foers.




Wolkberg - Second Sister

MISTAKE Fl 2.10.
Start 2m to the right of Straight Face.

1 £2 23m Climb wup 3m, then move diagonally left
toward overhang. Make stance 2m directly
below overhang.

2 Fl1 20m Climb past the first stance piton of

Straight Face and then left of the overhang.
Move directly up to large ledge with a lot of vege-
tation om it.

3 E3 30m Move left from stance into crack and proceed
up to small overhang in crack. Belay on nut
at small ledge.

4 E3 1lm Traverse left out of crack 3m round an
exposed corner and go directly up to top.

First ascent: 27.12.77 P.Lazarus and Roger.

ALPHA CILLIN E3 2.11.

Start on top of boulders directly below long column
of rock high up on buttress. Small beacon.

1 E3 30m Climb straight up above beacon to below

vertical face. Traverse left about Zm then
up face on right of tree-filled gully to belay on
grassy ledge.

2 Scramble to base of column.
3 E3 30m Climb chimney crack on right of column,
passing two large chockstones. Tree or chock

belay.

4 E2 15m Continue up groove above belay, mainly
bridging to top.

First ascent: 8.8.74 P.Goodridge and J.W.Outhwaite
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RED FINGER E2 2,12.
Not marked on photo. May be on the 3rd Sister.

The climb is situated on the 2nd Sister about one-
third of the way along. It is marked by a beacon and
starts below and slightly to the left of a large
finger of red high up on an overhanging buttress.

1 D 12m Climb up and right to piton belay.

2 E2 20m Climb up slightly right to crack. Ascend
crack and up to stance to left of overhang-
ing nose. Piton belay.

3 E2 l6m Traverse right and up under overhanging nose
to ledge and along ledge to recess. Piton
belay.

4 E2 20m Climb recess and straight up under overhang.
Traverse left onto nose and up to stance.
Piton belay.

5 E2 16m Starting on right-hand cornmer, ascend face
to summit.

First ascent: 28.8.67 T.Shaw and D.Rogers.




Wolkberg - Second Sister

BIRTHDAY FACE F2 22135
Wot marked on photo. May be on the 3rd Sister.

The climb is situated in approximately the middle of
the 2nd Sister. It is recognised by what appears to
be a steep, holdless face halfway up the rock, this
face being the object of the climb. The climb is
marked by a beacon and starts to the left of the
face.

1 F2 30m Climb up 2m then traverse diagonally right
round to a far corner and a large ledge.
Tree belay.

2 F2 30m From left-hand end of ledge step up left

onto ledge on corner. Traverse left for a
few feet (tricky) and climb up under overhang. Trav—
erse right and up to stance. Piton belay.

3 F2 30m Climb up 3m and traverse left round corner.
Ascend steep face on good holds and finish
on ledge to the right. Piton belay.

4 F2 16m Ascend face to top, finishing left. Tree
belay.

5D 35m Scramble to summit.

First ascent: 28.8.67 T.Shaw and D.Rogers.




Wolkberg = Third Sister

MAMBA KRAAK F3 3.1.

Start on the left side of the Sister (as seen from
the hut) to the left of Merry Christmas. The climb
begins in a cave-like chimney to the right of a very
prominent overhang (about 10m above). Scramble up
recess and begin at tree in the back.

1 F1 25m Climb up chimney to roof, then traverse

outward along the top. At the end of the
chimney (10m) traverse onto face, wunder overhang
(left as seen from hut). Traverse along base of the
face below roof (higher route is at least Gl, un-
protected) to the left extreme of the overhang and
then move up to a small stance; belay from tree and
vertical crack.

2 F3 15m (or F2,M1) Climb follows an obvious vertical

corner just to the left of the overhang.
Climb the crack for about 8m (crux, piton left in
place). At the first obvious ledge, traverse right
out of the crack and onto the main buttress. Climb up
a few metres to large belay ledge with tree.

3 E2 40m This pitch continues to the right of the
large ledge. Lt follows the easiest line of
ascent vertically up delicate face climbing.

4 C 20m Scramble to top.

First ascent: Easter 76 H.van Rensburg and J.Moore

MERRY CHRISTMAS F2 3.2.

Climb starts from second cave from left-hand side of
3rd Sister.

1 F2 3%m Climb left-hand corner of cave and up smooth

orange face to crack below overhang. Move 2m
left to open book and climb this through overhang.
Continue up face and chimney to large chockstone.
Belay on chockstone or tree just above.

2 E3 40m Continue about 20m up chimney and then move
out left and continue up obvious rock route
to summit.

Pivat sarant:*s 26 .12.72 M. Prior and A.McGarr.




Wolkberg — Third Sister

SUNSET OVERHANG F1 3.3.
s, OV AT

Start one-third of the way along (from left, before
large tree clump) where a wandering, vegetated crack
ends in a large overhang near top (which meets a
gully converging from the right).

1 E3 15m Ascend crack, moving out onto face occasion-
ally.

2 Fl 15m Move out to right 3m, then diagonally up and
back into crack. Belay at bush in narrow
stance.

3 Fl 20m Move out to right from tree about 3m, then
back into crack onto ledge. Move up 3m, then
traverse left to corner. Ascend corner to large tree.

4 E3 40m Traverse right 10m, then move up and around
corner of overhang into gully. Ascend gully
to top.

First ascent: 1.9,73 M.Prior and S.van Rensburg.

LIZZARD F2 3.4,

This climb starts at a position in the centre of cthe
Third Sister, in a recess near a clump of trees, and
may start the same as Black Scorpion on the left of
the crack, but appears to follow a crack to the
ledge.

1 E2 23m Over overhang continue crack climbing on the
left face (15m) and return into crack until
you reach the bushy stance.

2 E2 22m Traverse off the stance over a wide band to
the right out to the face and continue to
climb straight up.

3 E2 32m Approach the face and ascend in the middle

about 10m, then traverse to the right.
Follow crack up to little platform stance at 26m or
continue up crack another 6m to good stance/band
under final wall.,




Wolkberg - Third Sister

4 F2 22m Ascend face straight for 4m, then traverse
slightly to the right and then back to the
left to vertical line. Follow vertical crack to
little tree and to overhang (piton 3m below this).
Climb overhang following crack on its right side.

First ascent: 5.1.73 E.Mettler and V.Munch.

BLACK SCORPION F2 3.5.

On the Third Sister there is a mass of trees in the
centre. In the opening on the right there is a deep
crack or recess with a well-defined crack above it
which continues to the top of the krantz. The climb
goes more or less straight up on the left of the
crack. Climb up to the right of the clump of trees
for a few feet and traverse to the right as far as
the corner where there is a big block.

1 E2 10m This goes up the ridge for about 3m them om
the face to the right as far as a wide
ledge.

2 E2 13m This continues up the face of the ridge to &
bushy stance, fit for three. The stance is
slightly to the right of the start.

3 E2 16m Traverse off the stance to the left amd
climb up to a ledge. The route is on a face.

4 E2 3lm This pitch goes up and into a crack. Climb
straight up above the crack to a stance 30m
above the belay. Two slings at least can be placed.

5 F2 13m Climb up directly above the stance, traverse:
to the left for a few metres and climb to:
the top.

Note: This climb should be very pleasant with dry
rock as it is quite fair on wet rock. The Ffirst
pitch is a little scruffy but after that the
rock is clean for Wolkberg.

First ascent: 22.3.51 R.Latham, L.C.Thompson and
D.R.Bell.




Wolkberg - Third Sister

BLACK GROTTO 3.6.

No description available.

GORGEOUS GARDEN E3 3.7.

1 E2 15m Move diagonally right towards prominent
crack pulling round a small tree to gain
ledge with tree.

2 El 25m Move up 5m then inte chimney. Move up chim—
ney. Belay at top of chimmey in small cave.

3 E3 25m Traverse left for 8m then move . up face for
7m. Traverse right under toppled rock tower
back into chimney.

4 E3 33m Ascend toppled tower and move up crack
directly above it. Move up broken chimney
/face keeping right as much as possible. Stance at
large yellowwood tree. (This is the gorgeous garden
pitch).
5 E3 25m Ascend large pinnacle until Ilm from the
summit. At this point a fall across must be
negotiated. A running belay can be fixed around a
large boulder at this point. Move leftwards up mother
wall to the final summit.

Note: The fall across could be graded Fl from the
exposure point of view.

First ascent: 15.9.79 G.Langmore and M.Power.

FRANZL WEG F1 3.8.

No description available.




Wolkberg — Third Sister

DAS CRAPIX F1l 3.9.

Start about 120m from right of 3rd Sister, between
first and second very prominent clefts.

| E1 35m Scramble onto boulder shelf about 20m to

right of Austrian route to belay at start of
climb. Go diagonally up left 10m then diagonally
right to corner dropping onto chockstone in cleft.
Ascend past large tree into large cubby hole. Belay
off nuts in crack.

2 Fl 40m Ascend the cleft, emerge on right face then
onto top of rounded pinnacle (from behind).

Step across from top onto face and ascend on thin

holds, zig-zagging into recess with trees for belay.

3 Fl 30m Move out left, climb face to top of second

pinnacle. Step across onto grassy face,
climb diagonally right then left and into bottom of
chimney. Then:

a) Climb 2-3m up cleft, hand-traverse right onto
corner and then zig-zag to stance over grass
above chimney (Fl), or

b) Climb chimney and emerge on left side into stanmce
on grassy ledge with tree belay (F2).

4 E3 35m Ascend 4m in chimney, traverse right around

corner and then further 6m to end of grassy
ledge. Ascend zig-zagging straight up, staying - on
rock as far as possible. Scramble last section.

Note: Pinnacles are not conspicuous. Grassy section
dangerous when wet

First ascent: 11.10.75 K.Bennetts and J.Brittain.




Wolkberg = Third Sister

AUSTRIAN ROUTE E2 3.10.

This starts near the right-hand end of the Third

Sister and is cairned. Grades and distances incomp—

lete.

1 Climb 12m straight upwards under small overhang
and pass over it on the right side. Continue 7m
straight up to stance.

2 Go 4m left on sill and follow crack up to right
side under overhang and further to cave stance.

3 35a Go out on face 2m right and follow up crack to
next stance .

4 20m Climb face straight up to grassy spot.
5 E2 Climb straight up the face and continue to top.

First ascent: 25.12,72 F.Schoch and H.Lingerank.




Wolkberg - Fourth Sister

LATE START PINNACLE E3 4.1,

1 E3 20m Ascend front of small pinnacle, starting
from gully on left. Traverse into gully.

2 E3 40m Traverse left 5m and ascend face to steep
gully. Climb gully, then traverse left 2m to
stance on steep buttress.

3 D/E2 Ascend gully and easy face, then vertically
up small steep face.

First ascent: M.Prior and K.McGrath.

MAD DOG F3 b4.2.

No description available.

FIRE-BREAK F3 4.3.

Starts about quarter way along krantz in centre of =&
recess formed by a protruding buttress on the left
and a large leaning block on the right. Beacon.

1 Fl 20m (Protection reported absent.) Ascend crack

to top of block {8m). Traverse horizontally
to right for about 5m. Then climb sloping scoop to
base of wide crack with a single aloe. Chockstome
belay.

2 F3 25m Semi-chimney up crack for 5m. Above here the

crack narrows and is blocked by grass and
other vegetation, so traverse left onto wall and
climb delicately (crux) bearing slightly right back
into crack. Continue up past large tree to a ledge im
a corner. Belay to small bushes.

3 D 25m Traverse right, around corner, to another
rather dirty corner and ascend past tree Co
base of a large chimney.

4 Fl 20m Ascend chimney to top of krantz. About

halfway up one sees daylight through the
chimney and at top a small pinnacle is formed. (Beac—
on placed here.)

B it icmcmints 12 19 7% I W .-Ohehuattra and W.E . .Hewitk.




Wolkberg = Fourth Sister

GALLERY FACE F2 4.4,

About one third of the way along the krantz (from the
hut end) a very large block separate but leaning
against the main face forms a cave. The start of the
climb (beaconed) is about 10m beyond this point.

1 E2 3lm Climb 8m up the recess. Move out to the left
and climb 8m up a face inte a gully. Scram—
ble LOm. Chimney up 6bm to a tree belay.

2 F2 37m Climb 8m up a face to the left of a minor

recess in the centre of the main shallow
recess. Traverse 3Jm to the right around a nose into
the minor recess, which is climbed for 3m before one
moves out to the face on the lefr. Climb 6m up the
face,then traverse 3m to the right to a slingpoint on
a tree at the foot of a vertical crack on the right-
hand side of the main recess. Move 3m up the crack.
Traverse to the left, moving up 6m diagonally to the
left-hand wall of the main recess, which is climbed
for 3m to a tree belay at the foot of a chimmey.

3 F2 3m Climb the chimney for 13m then traverse 6m

to the right across a minor recess, onto a
near vertical face, to a small but prominent vertical
crack. Climb the face for 10m, then traverse 5m back
to the left to a ledge. Climb 3m to a large block on
the ridge.

4 E2 17m Climb 6m to the top of a pinnacle, then 5m
up a grassy face immediately opposite the
pinnacle. 6m of scrambling completes the route.

First ascent: 1959 B.van der Riet, M.Armstrong,
B.Magg and S.Perry.




Wolkberg — Fourth Sister

THE CANDLE F3 4.5.

About a third of the way along the Fourth Sister
there is an obvious deep vertical cleft which is very
prominent when viewed from the Wolkberg Hut. This
route follows the slender rib immediately to the
right and provides some good climbing. Start l5m to
the right of a huge slab leaning against the rock and
immediately below the cleft.

| F2 20m Ascend the central rib on rather wvegetated
rock to a stance at the foot of the cleft.

2 F3 13m Traverse with difficulty 3m to the right to

a small loose flake below a small overhang.
Pull strenuously through the overhang to a resting
place above. Descend to the right (peg) to a slight
groove at the far side of the pillar. Climb up a few
moves to a small stance and peg belay.

3 F3 lém Climb straight up the steep groove above tO
a stance behind a detached pinnacle.

4 E3 35m Follow a line of cracks directly above,

passing a tree on the left. Move to the left
and up more cracks to a good stance at the top of the
semi-detached pillar.

$ F3 30m From the left-hand side of the pillar, climb

into the obvious groove and up this a few
moves until it is possible to climb the pleasant
right-hand arete. Below the overhang, step back
across the groove (good handholds) and climb this
steeply via a small bulge and then more easily to the
top.

First ascent: Jan 69 R.Barley and A.Barley.




Wolkberg - Fourth Sister

CHICKEN F3 4.6,

About halfway along the Fourth Sister at its highest
point there is an area of grey rock, as seen from the
Yut . Start towards the left-hand side of the grey
face at a fig tree and cairn.

1 F1 17m Climb to the left and up the face to a good
ledge.

2 F2 30m Traverse horizontally to the right for about

20m, passing two old pegs, to a shallow
corner. Climb this for 3m, then diagonally up and to
the right to a large block stance.

3 F3 45m Climb a recess and chimney for 10m to a

tree. Traverse to the left across the expos-
ed face for 12m to a piton, then climb 3m up a short,
difficult face. Move diagonally to the left to large
secure flakes. Follow these to a good stance at the
foot of a chimney between pinnacle and the main face.

4 Fl 12m Climb the chimney to a block stance on top
of a pinnacle.

$ F3 35m Traverse 12m to the left until blocked off.

Descend greyish rock for 2m and then turn a
sornsr te the lefr, Cross a shallow recess by climb—
ing disgonally up and to the left for 2m (strenuous).
Climb a face to the foot of a chimney and a small
stance next to a loose pinnacle.

6 F1 33m Climb 6m up the chimney, then continue to
the top over easy, dirty rock.

First ascent: Feb 63 J.Anderson and G.Ladner.
(8,5 hours)




Wolkberg - Fourth Sister

" "NIGHTRAKE Gl T
A variation on Chicken.

This route shares the first one and a half pitches aff
Chicken and crosses it higher up. The lower half
follows the very steep left—hand side of the grey
face and gives good climbing. The upper half wanderss
onto grass and deteriorates.

1 F1 17m As for Chicken.

2 F2 23m Traverse horizontally to the right for about

20m, passing two old pegs, to a shallow
corner. Move up to a small stance and a peg belay
below an obvious groove.

3 F3 30m Climb the groove for 5m to where it steepemss

and then move on to the left-hand arete..
Climb this steeply to a narrow ledge below overhangs:
(peg runner). Step down slightly and traverse S5m Co:
the left along the obvious line. Make an awkward move:
up onto a narrow ledge below a prominent steep corner:
which continues as an overhanging chimney (peg andi
spike belay).

4 Gl 33m Step to the left to avoid the initial ower—

nang and climb a groove with difficuliye.
Continue carefully up a loose overhanging chimney tw
a stance with a chock belay at the top.

5 E2 17m Climb the continuation of the chimney to the
top of a pillar and descend to a good ledges
on the opposite side (Pitch 4 of Chicken in reverse).

6 F3 30m The objective is the largest tree in tie=

gully across and slightly higher on the:
right. Climb 10m diagonally to the right and descendi
5m to reach a very shallow corner. Climb a slightr
crack in the right-hand wall of this to reach a grass
ledge. Continue to a tree belay in the gully.

7 E2 40m Climb the gully for about 20m then climbr

steeply to the left up ramps and grass:
ledges to a ledge at the foot of a grass-filledi
chimney.




Wolkberg - Fourth Sister

8 £2 30m Move 7m to the left and climb a vegetated
chimney, finally surmounting a jammed cap-
stone to reach the top.

First ascent: Jul 69 R.Barley, A.Barley and M.White.

FOURTH SISTER PINNACLE E3 4.8,

Start three—quarters of the way along the 4th Sister.
Start at foot of prominent recess which follows up
centre of pinnacle.

1D 17m Climb up recess and chimney to a good chock-
stone belay.

2 E3 23m Continue up chimney and out onto ramp for
last 8m. Scramble through gap to rugged
platform between the pinnacle and the main face.

3 £2 10m Climb up top of left-hand pinnacle (i.e. the
highest).

First ascent: 1.9.63 P.Fatti, J.Anderson (Junr),
B.Anderson and L.Barrow.

EGGNOG F3 4.9.

Approach over the Fourth Sister and descend the gully
‘between this and the Fifth Sister. Traverse out to
the right (looking down) along ledges to the base of
the Dome. This traverse is two-thirds of the way down
and is cairned. Traverse under the Dome towards the
Hut , to a prominent landslide shute. Start at the
left of this behind a large boulder and next to a
Tree.

1 £2 15m Climb the tree and onto the face. Move past
detached blocks to a belay at the base of a
chimney.

2 F2 25m Climb a chimney crack using the left—hand

face wuntil it steepens (15m). Traverse to
the right, taking care on a protruding flake, then
climb a cornmer crack and step to the left to a belay
im a chimney.




Wolkberg - Fourth Sister

3 £2 20m Climb the chimney and gully to a belay
behind the base of a huge pinnacle.

4 F2 20m Climb the chimney to a small pinmacle (10m)
then climb diagonally up and to the left to
a chockstone and belay.

5 Fl 20m Climb to a chimney directly above to the top
of the pinnacle.

6 F3 10m Make a big step onto the face behind and use

a nutted sling in a crack above to move up
and to the right, then easily up through a chimney to
the tope.

First ascent: Aug 69 A.Barley and R.Barley.

GLUHWEIN SPECIAL F2 4.10.
Approach and start as for Eggnog.

1 E2 30m Ascend a tree, step onto the face and move

up past detached blocks. Traverse to the
right and descend a few metres (huge, detached
blocks). Continue up to the right and to a belay on a
pinnacle.

2 E2 20m Ascend the slanting slab above to the right
and move across to the right ¢to a large
ledge and block-and-peg belay.

3 F2 20m Move to the left and up the left-hand chim—
ney onto a narrow protruding ledge. Continue

up to the overhang and move up, using the left—hand

wall, to a chock-and-nut belay in a niche above.

4 Fl 40m Ascend the chimney past trees and continue
by bridging up a wide, shallow chimney to a
good ledge and peg belay on the left.

First ascent: Sep 69 A.Barley, M.White and B.Honey.




Wolkberg - Fourth Sister

PINNACLE CHIMNEY Fl boll.

This route is at the western end of the Fourth Sister
and about 16m to the left of the start of Matlapetsi
Dome. It follows a chimney on the left of a 50m high
pinnacle which is near the end of the Fourth Sister.

1 D 32m Ascend the chimney for 32m, climbing the

first 10m on the outside. There are three or
four chockstones. The crack or chimney continues up
the main face directly behind the pinnacle.

2 F1 20m Climb the crack or chimney. The start is

awkward and is climbed on the outside,
straddling onto the pinnacle. About 3m up one enters
the chimney. The second obstacle is a smaller chock-
stone which blocks the chimmey. Climb out over this
chockstone and re-enter the chimney. Watch for shatt-
ered rock on this and the next pitch.

3 El 30m Climb the chimney. The middle portion is
closed in and dark.

4D A short pitch of D standard from the exit of
the chimney leads to walking ground.

First ascent: Date unknown R.F.Davies and P.Scott.

MATLAPETSI DOME F1 4.12.

1 E2 13m Traverse and ascend to a small stance. The
rock is rather shattered.

2 E2 16m Ascend and bear to the right out of sight of
the stance, to a big ledge.

3 F 32m Climb a steep crack to end up on a ledge
below the final vertical face. (An attrac-
tive but difficult finish awaits opening from here.)

4 F1 34m Traverse to the right and climb a recess to
the top.

5 C 12m Scramble to the top. The rock is comparativ-
ely clean.

First ascent: Christmas 62 R.Davies, B.Magg,
P.Millin and J.Clayton.




Wolkberg = Fifth Sister

BOLAM G2 5.l

The climb is on the 5th Sister just past a bushed!
gully or kloof. Difficulty will be encountered im
traversing the kloof and a better approach would be
along the top and down the next gully. Bob led a
difficult pitch out of the kloof which was a diagonal
up to the right. However the rock was poor and dripp—
ing wet, and will probably always be dripping. Near
the kloof on the left side of the Sister there is a
very prominent crack which extends a long way up the
cliff. The climb is a little further to the left.

1 D l6m Start up on the left of a grassy ledge and'

continue up to a ledge. This ledge extends:
from the prominent crack leftwards, to where it falls:
sheer into the gully.

2 E2 8m Towards the left—hand edge of the Ledge:

there 1is an obvious pitch which is slightly
overhanging at the bottom. Just to the left, there is:
a rock for a belay. This pitch ends on another ledge.

3 F2 30m On the right-hand side there are two cracks..

Start climbing on the outside of the right—
hand crack until it is easier to traverse to the left
into the crack, which is about 5m up. Continue up to
a substantial ledge.

4 G2 20m (Jacob”s Pitch) This goes straight up Erom
the right-hand side of the ledge, where
there is a crack. Under the small overhang traverse
left, where there is a small stance. However, it is -
best to continue up diagonally to the right to a
stance from which a vertical belay can be given.

5 E2 16m The general direction is up to the left anto
a grassy slope.

First ascent: 25.3.51 R.Latham and D.Bell.




Wolkberg - Fifth Sister

THE BIG CORNER F3 5.2.

Immediately to the right of Matlapetsi Dome is the
tree-filled descent gully and then a long section of
steep crags About halfway along this is a wide,
reddish, tree-filled recess. The Big Corner takes a
huge right-angled corner about 80m to the right of
this and very obvious as viewed from the Dome. Appr-
oach from the Hut via a gully between the Second and
Third Sisters, then go downhill gently to the top of
the recess (1,25 hours). Abseil down recess to the
bottom of the crag. Guarding the base of the corner
is a 15m buttress. Start below a chimney about 20m to
the left of this.

1 E2 3lm Climb the chimney and step out to the right
to a grassy ledge which leads up to the
right to the foot of the corner.

2 F1 30m Climb the corner mainly on the left-hand
wall to a small sentry-box stance in the
zorner and a peg belay.

3 F3 22m Climb the chimney for 10m to an overhang

step to the right to a smaller chimney and
pull around the overhang into the continuation of the
chimney above (crux). Climb this to a good ledge on
the right (peg belay).

4 F3 22m The corner continues above as a loose chim-

ney which is avoided. Make a very exposed
traverse to the right on a narrow ledge until an
awkward mantelshelf leads to the arete. Climb up
easily to the left to a ledge and belay above the
rraverse.

3 F1 22m Climb to the right to small pinnacle then up
the wall above to finish.

First ascent: Easter 69 R.Barley, A.Barley and
M.White.




Wolkberg — Fifth Sister

BIG CRACK Gl 5.3.

The route starts immediately below Big Cormer and
ascends diagonally to the right to finish up a 25m,
sharp-cut chimney crack through the top overhangs.
Only pitch 5 makes the climb worthwhile.

| E2 30m Ascend the corner (this is directly below

Big Corner itself) to where it steepens,
then traverse to the right and diagonally up to 2
good ledge and tree belay.

2 E2 20m Move up from the tree, back to the left and
diagonally to the right to a belay in the
bushy recess.

3 E2 40m Ascend the line above through vegetation to

gain a ledge below the wall which leads up
to the overhang. Traverse to the left to a tree belay
near the base of the big crack line.

4 F2 15m Move to the left and ascend an awkward
groove, then continue to a chockstone belay
at the base of the big crack.

5 Gl 40m Ascend the big crack (two peg runners,

difficult to place) strenuously to its top
(25m), using the left-hand wall at times. Ascend the
corner above on loose rock, then climb up the left to
a belay.

6 D 15m Scramble to the top.

First ascent: Jul 69 A.Barley, R.Barley and M.White




Wolkberg = Fifth Sister

MATLAPETSI CRACK E2 5.4.

This route follows a prominent crack and is a clean
and uncontrived route by Wolkberg standards. The
Fourth and Fifth Sisters are separated by a heavily
wooded gully. The slopes below the left-hand half of
the Fifth Sister are thickly covered with bush. For
these reasons it is preferable, when travelling from
the Hut, to ascend one of the gullies above the Hut,
walk along the top, descend a gully at the right-hand
end of the Fifth Sister and walk back to the left
along the base of the rock to the climb.

The first 3lm or so must be taken carefully owing to
some loose rock. Pass through an eye to enter a deep
part of the crack. Ascend the left-hand wall (facing
in) of the crack, passing behind chockstones. The
stance is on large chockstones. Continue up the crack
until the last 10m, when one climbs slightly to the
left.

First ascent: 1955 R.Davies, J.Clayton, D.Mitchell
and E.Lude.




Wolkberg = Other Areas

HORNS PINNACLE Fl or F2 1.

Approach via the Tabina track and the nek between the
horns. Descend the gully through forest for about 60m
to where ledges break right towards the pinnacle. One
of these provides a suitable route but the easiest
way is probably to descend a few metres more and
climb a 3m wall with the aid of the base of a large
tree. This leads to easy scrambling up and left to
the pinnacle base where there is a cave under a big
chockstone.

1 E3 30m Begin in chimney 10m to left of cave and

climb directly to small knob on left ridge.
Continue on this left wall and back to centre to
reach main ledge (level with top of huge chock/black
to right).

Either 2a F2 20m Traverse 2m left to obvious crack.
Follow this up to roof and move left
onto exposed face and up to top.

Or 2b Fl 30m Traverse around right to opposite side

of pinnacle (south face) and ascend more
vegetated ledges, etc. to top. This is apparently the
route of the first ascent.

First ascent: 2b Early 1950”s, possibly by C.Thompsom
2a 1969 H.Vogl, L.Vogl, H.Leibsch and
R.Stapley.
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